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" Rujing Family Hails Nalting Syppart,,

- But People Deplore His 'Stress'}pn- War

By DAVID HALBERSTAM .

In his last
States Ambassador, Frederick
- K, Nolting.Jr. has inadvertently
become the center of & polltical
controversy that not only s em-
‘barrassing to him but hasbroad
implications for the future.
"Mr. Nolting, who put in more
than two difficult and taxing

“years trylr to
implement ' Amer-
News  fcan policy in the
Analysis IBce of an often

unyielding ally,
" . finds himself at-
tacked by Buddhist leaders and
other Vietnamese, and lavishly
praised by some pro-Govern-
ment elements.

This came ahout because of
an interview Mr. Nolting gave
a reporter here, The interview
-was widely heralded iir-the press
last week in the midst of the
lingering political crisls be-
tween the Buddhist majority
and -the Ngo family's Govern-
ment.

Mr. Noiting said that in his
time here he had never 'seen
' |any evidence of religious per-
secution.

General Attitude Disturbipg

To Buddhist leaders this was
.|& gratuitous entrance into a

hlghl{ emotional dispute, and
.ithey bittinly attacked Mr. Nolt-
{jing. To tgany other Vietnamese
/7t was gt so much this specific
Jroonteal

but rather the entire
of the interview that

‘here. *fhat Mr. Nolting was say-
ing rpas this: The Buddhist

quefipn is really a small thing;
the! phiportant thing s’ winning
thi/{ war, and people should
UgALs their attention on that.

his touched n sensitive nerve.
{ Browing number of Viet-

merican policy here: total pre-
ioccupation with the difficult

if and very real war with the
|| Communist guerrillas, and un-
'} jwillingness to face the harsh

reality that they are dealing
with a Government that has
' Iifost the confidence of a large
‘f megment of the population.

Family Stand Is Insue

' To most Vietnamese, Bud-
dhist or Catholic, who know
: gometh! about the “buddhist
affair,” the question iz impor-
tant not because it is or is not

A4l 1 relgious  persecution, but be-
111} cause {t'is clear {llustration of
1} their Government's reactions in
1 1int fa and thy 0Qf-
a5 G ASOU

J\-the ruling family.
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us to fight the Communis
ithe Freneh, and aftertvard
would -gét us -goverdment
“Now , they tell as %o gl
ithe Comimunlsts for Ngo
Diem and when there is.peace-
time they will get us a good
government. We are no longer
interestéd in their advice.”
Vietnamese are no longer in-
terested in hearing Americansi.
tell them that the war is really!.
the important business at band
and that it is time to bucKle
down to the business of being'
anti-Communist. o

U.S. May Feel Displeasure

Rather, and this is considered
serious by some Americans in
aigh places, the Viethamese are.
warning the Apwricans that the
population’s feéjiitg toward the
Governmant ngly soon extendl
to the Amerigiis, the Govern-
ment’s main bayh of support, if .

+they are now.!

ps aspect of
ana one or::
%'evelo ments:
§: underlined

{s that they W

how little room maneuvery:
there now is for .American ..
officials trying ‘deal with

wd thel |0y
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At the same tr
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